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Australia Praises its Lao PDR Alumni 

  

  

Australia’s Ambassador has praised the contribution to Lao-Australian relations and to the 
Lao PDR’s socio-economic development of the more than 1,000 Lao citizens who have 
studied in Australia under Australia Awards scholarships. 
  
Ambassador John Williams, who hosted the Australian Embassy’s annual alumni function on 
18 March, said these Australian alumni were collectively one of the Lao PDR’s greatest 
weapons in combating poverty and inequity.  
  
“We are extremely proud of our alumni in the Lao PDR,” Ambassador Williams said.  “They 
have done well, in the first place, to win what is a highly competitive and prestigious award to 
study in Australia.” 
  
“They deserve credit, too, for meeting the high standards demanded by Australian tertiary 
institutions to complete their degrees.”  
  
“What is most satisfying, however, is the outstanding careers these alumni have built on their 
return to the Lao PDR,” Williams said.   
  
“Many are now working at the front lines of the Lao Government’s economic development 
agenda, whether in government, aid organisations or in the private sector.”  
  
“I am delighted two Australian alumni, Mr Saleumxay Kommasith and Ms Thipphakone 
Chanthavongsa, were last week promoted to serve as Vice Ministers for Foreign Affairs and 
Finance respectively.” 
  
“This is clear recognition of their personal qualities and achievements, and I congratulate 
them on their appointments. They and their fellow alumni are a wonderful advertisement for 
the benefits of an Australian education.” 

  

Speaking at the alumni function, Ambassador Williams said the large cadre of Australian 
alumni in the Lao PDR were a major asset for bilateral relations between our two countries. 
  
“We are fortunate to have such a large group of well-educated people in the Lao PDR who 
understand contemporary Australia, in all its diversity.  These alumni have enabled Australia 
to have a much deeper connection with the Lao PDR than would otherwise have been 
possible,” he said. 
  
Ambassador Williams said 2014, as the 40th anniversary of ASEAN-Australia relations, 
presented a good opportunity to reflect on the significant, positive impact across the region 
of Australia’s long-standing support for human resource development in South-East Asia.  
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Around 160 alumni, Australian volunteers and Australian education and aid representatives 
attended the alumni event.   
  
A representative from the Lao-Australia Alumni Club highlighted the club’s work to support 
primary education by providing books to primary school children, and its professional 
learning support for alumni. 
  
The annual alumni function coincides with the Study in Australia Education Exhibition, in 
which 14 leading Australian universities are in the Lao PDR to provide information to the 
public on study programs. The exhibition is being held at the Mercure Hotel in Vientiane 
today from 2pm-6pm. 
  
Up to 50 Australia Awards tertiary scholarships are conferred in the Lao PDR each year for 
outstanding applicants in fields such as education, trade, natural resource management and 
rural development.  
  
Further information about Australia Awards can be found at www.australiaawardslaos.org. 
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